Charity Commission
14 Ryder Street St James's London SW1Y 6AH

Direct line 01-214 Y5 \
Switchboard 01-214 8000

Your reference

Our reference 11}\05% 3s -R
Date 28 NOV 78

Dear SS(Q{I
CHARITIES ACT 1960 — REGISTRATION OF CHARITIES
CHARITY: [nE CHINNOR HISToRiCAL AND  ARCHAEQLOGICAL SO&EB

PLACE: SouTH OxonN

The above-named charity has been entered in the Central Register of Charities and
a copy of the index slip relating to it is enclosed. This letter and the index
slip should be placed with the charity's papers for safe keeping.

The Commissioners should be notified of any changes in the information contained
in the index slip as they occur so that the particulars of the charity entered in
the Register may be kept up to date.

The reference number above should be quoted in all future correspondence relating
to this charity.

It is requested that a statement of account of the affairs of the charity covering
the charity's last compjleted accounting period may be sent to the Commissioners at
the end of a year from the date of this letter, and thereafter yearly without
further request.

The information required in the statement of account has been prescribed in
Regulations (Statutory Instrument 1960 No. 2425). An account form which makes
provision for the prescribed information is enclosed. Further copies can be
obtained from this office free of charge on request at the appropriate time. A
statement of account in the form normally prepared by the charity will however be
acceptable to the Commissioners provided that it contains all the prescribed
information.

The enclosures to this letter are detailed below.

Yours faithfully

Qloumssx una D | \onss

Enclosures: Index Slip

Accounts form ﬁ\(:(f¥>
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. NAME OF CHARITY

The Chinnor Historical and Archaeological
Society

'

GOVERNING INSTRUMENT
Constitution adopted 27th April 1976 as amended
12th September 1978

OBJECTS

To advance the education of the public .in the

history and archaeology of Chinnor and district.

BENEFICIAL AREA | INCOME

Chinnor and District £100 - £250
REMARKS

Bas 4136%/1/1802 10m 9/77 TR

REGISTRATION NUMBER
276935

PLACE

Chinnor

|

DISTRICT

South Oxfordshire

COUNTY

Oxfordsnire

CODE
585 820

CORRESPONDENT
J W Davis BEsqg
10 Doveleat
Chinnor

Oxon

INLAND REVENUE REF.



Minutes of the meeting of the Society hela on r¥riday 7 November
1980,

rresent: Fr znd mrs Lane, Mr and lMrs iantle, mMr and Mrs Davis,
mrs Davenport, Mrs Varley, Mrs Burton, miss Cray, Frs Gibbard,
#r Newman, mrs Howlett, miss Gibbs, Dr and master Whittle,

Mis wright, mr Rase, mr and Mrs Thurston, mr Spence, wmrs Oswell,
myr Thorpe, Mr Mills, mMr and Mrs spell

Apologies: mr nussey

mr Bric Harmsworth who nas Lived in Chinnor almost all his

life, spoke on “Chinnor in the rast", covering topics suggested

by members of the Society.

medecine - Births:

in lvz4, there were two voctors who covered uhinnor - ur
Sumnerhayes who lived in Thame, and vr Cooper from rrinces Ris-
borough. 1t the midwife found there were problems, a messenger
was sent to find one of the Doctors who then sadaled up his horse
- by the time he arrived the problem hau often been solved.

Later Dr Leverkus established a practice in the Village, but she
was always known as the rady Doctor and“most men preferred to
cycle to rhame or nisboro' ror attention.

- Hospitals:
rhere were Cottage nospitals in Thame and watlington under the
aegis of the John Radcliffe. wmany people belonged to the John
nadcliffe rund paying 1d per week (sa for cihildren; to local
voluntary vollectors., .1 they nad to go to Hospital, they were
“given free treatment on production or tuelr membership Card., i«f
the patient was too ill for public transport, 10 shillings. per
year to the 5t John‘'s Ambulance rund ensured a ride in their ampuls
ance, the Collectvor of this rund was mr Beecham, the father oxr
oohn Beecham, still actively associated with otv John. LT was
nowever unusual L0 go 10 wospital except in the case oI tTune uumust
need,

- purgeries:
soth vwr Sumnerhayes ana .r Cooper held surgeries in rented ruuius
in Chinnor on certain days of tie week. wmost of tuoeir patients
paid them eitner via a rriendly society or the ranel,



- medecine:

nven in 1Y54 when nric became vr vooper s medecine »oy — every
saturday he picked up The medecines required tor the patients
gseen the previous aay - there were owuly rour Kinus of medecine
usually prescribea - .ED for chilaren (sweet Ilavuur,, RED plus
rowder probaolLy nismuth, for stomacu ilis, YELLOw for acults
Jbitter flavour, ana sRUwN for the reaitry ili, <vhe young wric
hoped to be paic tor nis pains at tne rate or .d Per vulurce

- House wvalls:

ur vooper expecteuw vhe front door to be uvpen wuen uccalled, v
erSe he passScu uy. wuvwever both uvocTOrs were good aT uouse Caliws,
+he great propiew was tinding vhew vuu 01 vurgery hours.

- rsunerals:
there were uv specilalised .orms ve ondertakers., offins were
usualiy made L0 Order DY carpenieis < poOyeu 0y suillding contrac-
tors eg Siarey oir vakley Road as part of their general duties.

Shopping: ''here were a good range of shops in the village then
including Herbie Turner the Creengrocer, where Crikets now is

Mrs Hill the Post Office where Barry's is. sShe also
sold stationery and her husband tried, with little success, to
mend wireless sets. He was however a first class pnotographer
tand took Mr Rose's Wedding photos) He was nicinamed vingie Hill
having once walked from the station, carrying a pole strung with
earth closet pails dangling benind him., Eric was for a time a
Yelegraph Boy, (uis Iatner had dlea when ne was [, SO eVery penny
was neeaed to eke out his mother‘’s pension of 15s per week). He
received 1ld per telegram: in the village and upto 6a for a aeliver;
to Aston Rowant or Xingston slount. All important messages in
those days went by telegram as telephones were rare.

Johnson‘s Stores sold cnina and groceries where villa-
more's is.

mr Clements the Uraper, where CGlynswood Press is. He
gave Biue Dismond wrading Stampvs redeemable for crockery decorate
with a pattern ot pblue diamonas. 4all prices of course were £d
of{ the shilling wita change being given by a £d pack of pins,
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factory, cycled to work. unly one or two still worxged at vnair
making.

Education:

The Church of mngland ochool catered for all children between

5 and 14. vunildren from oydenhamcyclea in from the age of 7

On their uCC bikes - there was no school bus for them then,
reachers included mr and lrs Cuthbert, wrs Seymour and mrs Barrett
\bothdaughters of the previous nead, mr Jones), and there were usuel.
rupil teachers also.

+hose wiio got the scholarship \at 11) went either to Lora Williams'o
or to the wirls*® CGrammar in Thame. rupils here used a special
schosl bus o, erated by rrea Gomme of the Lrown which collectecu
coitdren from watlington on to rowersey. " rrobably 2 or 3 chilaren
a year from vainnor reached this peak of achievewment, <+here was
was one bus for the girls and oneg for tue boys. ~otn were Kept

in the large green sned behind the vrown.

In the 30 s Lord williams had between L20 anu 15C pupils only.
About half were poarders.

H ousing:

wvhere were 2 few big houses but most were small cottages of eithexr
1 or 2 up and down plus a scullery and outhouses.

Some mig Houses had their own UC generators but most people used
paraffin or candles for lighting - a verpetusl Ifire nazard.

the wealthier often had pumps with their wells and .some had thexdy
-running water in the house. wmost sm aller houses either had

trneir own well or access to a communal well drawing water by
bucket and winalass. | The well in vime Grove naa its well in

the 'pudding bagr at the end; The loss of a bucket was frequent
and infuriating particularly in winter! Rainwater was used for
washing and was the only source of water in many houses vphill.
water was alkways precious and never wasted.

plectricity arrived irn the 30's from Aylesbury initially only
for lighting and rarely to be installed in bedrooms, 1he Comp-
any charged =l per point of installation,
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ontertainment:

norking hours were Long and peié holideys rare., allotments took
up much spare time and were essential to feed the family and
perhaps have some surplus for sale.,

There were of course pienty or pubs., ihe Men s Ciub uet in the
neading noom and hoasted a Billiards wable. The silver pand
{(Brass until 192&), won many prizes. rOr thne young there were
sucn vrganizations as the ocouts (with wwo raurols, the Guckoos
ana the uwls).

The vhinnor uperatic and vramatic society gave one 1Lajor pro-

auction every year in the Reading noom, often uviivert and osulliva:

mr Harmsworth was warmly thanked for his most rnteresting talk
and the oociety eagerly looks forwara to his next visik,



